In order to leave us in no doubt about the dehumanizing effects
of vivisection on the scientists, Shaw introduces a dialogue between
Ridgeon and Jennifer in the fifth act. She regrets that she had
put her husband into the hands of a man who tortures animals to
exercise his right to know.1 By way of contrast, she mentions
the kindness shown to animals by B. B. and Walpole, She lectures
Ridgeon:

There are doctors who are naturally cruel;
and there are others who get used to creulty
and are callous about it. They blind
themselves to the souls of animals; and that
blinds them to the souls of men and women.
You made a dreadful mistake about Louis;
but you would not have made it If you had
not trained yourself to make the same
mistake about dogs. You saw nothing in
them but dumb brutes; and so you could
see nothing in him but a clever brute.2

Ridgeon, though he is fifty, has never shaken off his youth and
is still ** extremely susceptible to the beauty of women." Some
light is thrown on Ridgeon's appetites by his house-keeper, Emmy:

Emmy,
Them others think nothing of half a so vereign
just to talk about themselves to you, the
slut&l*
She thinks that Jennifer's beauty would put him in good temper
and that she is the sort to get round him.4 Ridgeon now falls
in love at first sight with Jennifer. Louis Dubedat, her husband
is not the sort to inspire affection in Ridgeon. Though Ridgeon
greatly admires Louis's pictures, he hates the man who paints
1.    The Doctor^ Dilemma, p. 543, 2,4,
2.    Ibid., p, 543, 2,e.
3.    Ibid,, 515, 2,c.
4.    Ibid., p. 515, 2.c.
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